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FALL MANAGEMENT (1:45-2:45 PM)
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TALK CONTENTS

 Define “Management” and “Fall” 

 Goals – Healthy, Happy Well-fed bees

 Healthy – Inspection

 Healthy – Mite counts

 Happy – protected

 Well-fed



MY GUIDE  TO MANAGING MY BEES -

 Help the bees help 
themselves; listen and 
watch what they are telling 
you they need.

 Anticipate what the bees 
will be doing in the next 
few weeks and help them 
to do that.



FALL:    SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER 
THE START OF THE NEW YEAR FOR A HONEY BEE COLONY

 Starts after the nectar flow stops –

July / August in Maryland 

 Bringing in less nectar and pollen; 

 Bringing in more propolis

 Ripen and store honey

 Protect honey stores 

 Raise the worker bee population that 
will care for the queen through the 
winter; 

 Reduce / Eliminate the drones



FALL MANAGEMENT GOAL

 Healthy

 Happy

 Well-fed bees



HEALTHY - INSPECT YOUR BEES

What the bees are doing

 Raising brood that will become the bees 
that will overwinter and keep the queen 
alive through the winter

 Queen laying fewer eggs; eventually stops

 Blocking Drones from returning to or 
entering the hive

 When the temperature drops to 57 
inside the hive the bees begin to cluster 
around the queen and keep the eggs, larva 
and pupae warm (93’F)

What the beekeeper is doing

 Take notes
 Inspect the colony for signs of a productive 

queen
 Eggs and larva
 Open and Capped brood
 If you must requeen…do it early in the 

fall.  
 Watch the returning bees, note who enters 

 Prevent robbing; Reduce the entrance
 Drones
 Mouse guards



http://scientificbeekeeping.com/first

-year-care-for-your-nuc/

http://scientificbeekeeping.com/first-year-care-for-your-nuc/


http://blueboxhoney.com/
bee-health/

http://blueboxhoney.com/bee-health/


MONITOR 
THE MITES

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Varroa_destructor

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Varroa_destructor


VARROA MITE LIFE CYCLE

https://www.research.bayer.com/en/bee-protection-varroa-mite.aspx

https://www.research.bayer.com/en/bee-protection-varroa-mite.aspx


HEALTHY – DO A MITE COUNT

 Alcohol
roll

 Sugar 
shake

 Sticky
board



https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/Varroa/

https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/Varroa/


www.beeinformed.org



https://www.mannlakeltd.com/mann-lake-blog/varroa-mite-treatments/

https://www.mannlakeltd.com/mann-lake-blog/varroa-mite-treatments/


VARROA MITE  TREATMENTS

 Know your threshold

 Plan your actions



VARROA MITE  TREATMENTS

 Mite count above threshold

 Brood present

 No honey supers on

 Open to synthetic and organic

 https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroatool/

https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroatool/


HAPPY – PROTECT YOUR  BEES

What the bees are doing

 Ripening and storing honey

 Guarding the winter stores

 Blocking drones from returning to or 
entering the hive

 Propolizing

 When the temperature drops to 57 
inside the hive the bees begin to cluster 
around the queen and keep the eggs, larva 
and pupae warm (93’F)

What the beekeeper is doing

 Watch the returning bees, 

 Robbers 

 Drones

 Mouse guards

 Protect from the weather

 Ventilation

 Wrap or insulate the hive

 Cluster

 Respect the propolis



ENTRANCE REDUCER



ENTRANCE REDUCER PREVENTS ROBBING

https://www.myromanapartment.com/stop-bee-robbery-progress/

https://www.myromanapartment.com/stop-bee-robbery-progress/


MOUSE GUARDS

https://brookfieldfarmhoney.wordpress.com/2013/11/04/making
-mouse-guards-2013/

https://www.tillysnest.com/2015/12/a-mouse-in-the-beehive/

https://brookfieldfarmhoney.wordpress.com/2013/11/04/making-mouse-guards-2013/
https://www.tillysnest.com/2015/12/a-mouse-in-the-beehive/


OUSTING THE DRONES

What the bees are doing

 Workers prevent drones entering the hive and drag 
them from the hive – reduces the consumption of 
winter honey stores

 Drones eat and mate

 Can’t sting, don’t collect pollen or nectar, can’t feed the 
brood; don’t tend the queen;  can’t feed the larva; don’s 
clean the cells

 Drones starve, freeze or get eaten

 Colony will raise drones when there is ample pollen 
and nectar https://www.honeybeesuite.com/its-not-a-good-time-to-be-male/

https://www.honeybeesuite.com/its-not-a-good-time-to-be-male/


PROTECT FROM THE WEATHER

 Ventilation

 Wrap or 
insulate

https://www.pugetsoundbees.org/got-moisture/

https://www.pugetsoundbees.org/got-moisture/


CLUSTERING



RESPECT THE PROPOLIS

https://www.justbeedrinks.co.uk/propolis-can-help/

Resin from plants mixed with bee saliva

Antibacterial & Antifungal

https://www.justbeedrinks.co.uk/propolis-can-help/


WELL-FED BEES

What the bees are doing

 Ripening nectar to honey

 Creating and consuming bee bread

 Storing honey to eat during the winter

What the beekeeper is doing

 Count frames of capped honey

 Northern climates – 60-100 pounds 
of honey; 

 Feed the Bees

 2:1 syrup

 Candyboards

 Supplements



2 PARTS SUGAR TO 1 PART WATER = 2:1 SYRUP





CANDY BOARD

Flying bees are 
hungry bees!

Article and directions: 
https://www.honeybeesuite.com/no-
cook-candy-board-recipe-for-feeding-
winter-bees/

Recipe:
10 pounds bakers sugar and 
10 tablespoons of water
Knead to mix
Shape and let harden

https://www.honeybeesuite.com/no-cook-candy-board-recipe-for-feeding-winter-bees/


TO REVIEW…  FALL BEEKEEPING “TO DO” LIST

Maybe put on a mouse guard

Take action against mites

Maybe wrap or insulate the hives

Continue to learn

Inspect your bees

Do a Mite Count

Check honey reserves

Feed!

Check that hive has ventilation

Reduce the entrance;  



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. Ask someone at a MCBA meeting; 

2. Attend the bee yard gatherings

3. Ask on the Yahoo List serve

4. Consult the honey bee health coalition website    www://honeybeehealthcoalition.org

5.   Consult the honey bee suite website    www://honeybeesuite.org

6. Consult the Perfect Bee website    www://perfetbee.com

https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/Varroa/
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/Varroa/
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/Varroa/
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/Varroa/

